Palladio's Rome by Hicks, Peter & Hart, Vaughan
“Being aware of the great desire in everyone to acquire a thorough understanding of the antiquities in, 
and other worthy features of, so celebrated a city, I came up with the idea of compiling the present book, 
as succinctly as I could, from many completely reliable authors, both ancient and modern, who had 
written at length on the subject.”
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such	an	important	record	as	to	his	understanding	of	antiquity.	Palladio’s	L’antichità di Roma 























reveal.’	Serlio	took	this	inscription	from	Francesco	Albertini’s	Opusculum de mirabilibus novæ 















































































































































































































































































































































































































	 1.	 	See	Puppi,	L.,	Andrea Palladio: Scritti sull’architettura	(1554–1579),	Vicenza,	Nen	Pozza	Editore,	(1988),	
in	which	both	guides	are	transcribed	without	commentary.	Olivieri	correctly	treats	the	guidebook	
to	the	churches	as	a	statement	of	Palladio’s	Utopian	and	spiritual	ideals.	See	Olivieri,	A.,	Palladio, le 
corti e le famiglie,	Vicenza,	Istituto	per	le	ricerche	di	storia	sociale	e	di	storia	religiosa,	(1981),	pp.99–
104.	See	also	Palladio,	A.,	Palladio’s Rome: A Translation of Andrea Palladio’s Two Guidebooks to Rome,	
trans.	Hart,	V.,	and	Hicks,	P.,	New	Haven	and	London,	Yale	U.P.,	(2006)	(all	textual	translations	are	
from	this	edition,	listed	below	as	either	Churches or Antiquities).
	 2.	 	Puppi,	Scritti.	For	a	complete	bibliography	of	editions,	see	Schudt,	L.,	Le Guide di Roma;	Materialien 
zu einer Geschichte der römischen Topographie,	Vienna,	B.	Filser,	(1930;	reprint	1971).	See	also	E.D.	
Howe’s	translation	of	the	Descritione	de	le chiese	(omitting	the	list	of	the	stations):	Andrea Palladio: 










	 4.	 	See	Mandowsky,	E.,	and	C.	Mitchell,	Pirro Ligorio’s Roman Antiquities,	London,	Warburg	Institute,	
University	of	London,	(1963);	Howe,	Churches,	p.10;	Van	Eck,	C.,	British Architectural Theory	1540–
1750,	Aldershot,	Ashgate,	(2003),	p.244,	n.24
	 5.	 	Albertini,	F.,	Opusculum de mirabilibus novæ et veteris urbis	Romæ,	Rome,	I.	Mazochium,	(1510),	p.5.	On	
Albertini	see	Howe,	Churches,	pp.32–3.
	 6.	 	Both	guides	were	reproduced	in	facsimile	in	Peter	Murray’s	Five Early Guides to Rome and Florence,	
Farnborough,	Gregg,	(1972),	and	were	transcribed	by	Puppi,	Scritti,	and	on	CD-ROM	in	the	
collection	entitled	‘Art	Theories	of	the	Italian	Renaissance’,	published	by	Chadwyck-Healey	in	1997	








	10.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Churches,	p.1.
	11.	 	See	for	example	Tavernor,	R.,	‘Palladio’s	‘Corpus’:	I quattro libri dell’architettura’,	in	Paper Palaces: The 




The Drawings of Andrea Palladio,	Washington,	D.C.,	International	Exhibitions	Foundation,	(1981),	
pp.42–3,	no.21.	See	the	English	translation	of	Serlio’s	text	by	V.	Hart	and	P.	Hicks,	Sebastiano Serlio on 
Architecture, vol. 1: Books I–V of Tutte l’opere d ’architettura et prospetiva,	New	Haven	and	London,	Yale	
U.P.,	(1996)	(page	references	below	in	square	brackets	for	Serlio’s	treatise	are	to	this	translation).





















	24.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Churches,	pp.34–5.
	25.	 	See	Hart	and	Hicks,	Paper Palaces.
	26.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Churches,	p.57.
	27.	 	See	Burns,	Fairbairn	and	Boucher,	The Portico and the Farmyard,	pp.84–5;	Mitrovic,	B.,	‘Palladio’s	
Canonical	Corinthian	Entablature	and	the	Archaeological	Surveys	in	the	Fourth	Book	of	I quattro 
libri dell’architettura’, Architectural History,	vol.45,	(2002),	pp.113–27.	
	28.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Churches,	p.2
	29.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Antiquities,	fol.1.
	30.	 	See	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks,	appendix.
	31.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Antiquities,	fol.1.
	32.	 	See	the	drawings	of	the	mid-1530s	by	Maarten	van	Heemskerck;	Filippi,	E.,	Maarten Van Heemskerck,	
Milan,	Berenice,	(1990),	nos	7,	8,	24	(fols.	6r,	9r,	12r).	See	also	Burns,	Fairbairn	and	Boucher,	The 
Portico and the Farmyard,	pp.84–5.
	33.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Antiquities,	fol.17v.
	34.	 	See	Ackerman,	Palladio,	pp.172–5.	See	also	Palladio’s	Fabbriche Antiche Designata Da Andrea Palladio 




















	45.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Antiquities,	fol.1.
	46.	 	Howe,	Churches,	p.20.
	47.	 	Anonymous,	Mirabilia urbis Romae: The Marvels of Rome, or a Picture of the Golden City,	trans.	F.M.	
Nichols,	London,	Ellis	and	Elvey,	(1889).	See	Krautheimer,	R.,	Rome, Profile of a City, 312–1308,	
Princeton,	N.J.,	Princeton	University	Press,	(1980),	pp.198,	355.	The	authorship	of	the	Mirabilia	is	
unknown,	although	Krautheimer	credits	Benedict	the	Canon.
	48.	 	Indulgence books included the Indulgentiae, Mirabilia et indulgentiae, Indulgentiae ecclesiarum urbis Romae	
and	Mirabilia urbis Romae nova.	See	Howe,	Churches,	p.35.
	49.	 	See,	for	example,	the	confusingly	titled	Mirabilia romae,	published	by	Antonio	Blades	in	Rome	in	
1516	(in	fact	an	indulgence	book)	and	its	Italian	translation	Le cose maravigliose della citta di Roma,	
published	by	Guglielmo	da	Fontaneto	in	Venice	in	1544.
	50.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Antiquities,	fol.1.
	51.	 	Nichols,	Mirabilia,	p.62.




	55.	 	Palladio,	Two Guidebooks: Churches,	pp.1–2.
	56.	 	See	Howe,	Churches,	p.37.
	57.	 	Burns	notes	that	“There	is	disappointingly	little	information	about	his	personality	or	beliefs	and	
feelings	about	anything	other	than	architecture”;	Burns,	Fairbairn	and	Boucher,	The Portico and the 
Farmyard,	p.69.























Albertini,	F.,	Opusculum de mirabilibus novæ et veteris urbis Romæ,	Rome,	I.	Mazochium,	(1510).
Anonymous,	Mirabilia romae,	Rome,	Antonio	Blades,	(1516).
Anonymous,	Le cose maravigliose della citta di Roma,	Venice,	Guglielmo	da	Fontaneto,	(1544).
Anonymous,	Mirabilia urbis Romae: The Marvels of Rome, or a Picture of the Golden City,	trans.	F.M.	
Nichols,	London,	Ellis	and	Elvey,	(1889).	
Barberi,	F.,	‘I	Dorico,	tipografi	a	Roma	nel	cinquecento’,	La Bibliofilia,	vol.67,	(1965),	pp.221–61.
Boucher,	B.,	Andrea Palladio, The Architect in his Time,	New	York	and	London,	Abbeville	Press,	(1994).
Burns,	H.,	L.	Fairbairn	and	B.	Boucher,	Andrea Palladio	1508–1580:	The Portico and the Farmyard,	London,	
Arts	Council	of	Great	Britain,	(1975).
Filippi,	E.,	Maarten Van Heemskerck,	Milan,	Berenice,	(1990).
Gualdo,	P.,	‘La	vita	di	Andrea	Palladio’,	ed.	G.G.	Zorzi,	Saggi e Memorie di Storia dell’Arte,	vol.2,	(1958–59),	
pp.91–104.
Hart,	V.,	and	P.	Hicks	(eds.),	Paper Palaces: The Rise of the Renaissance Architectural Treatise,	New	Haven	
and	London,	Yale	U.P.,	(1998).
Howe,	E.D.,	Andrea Palladio: The Churches of Rome,	Binghamton,	N.Y.,	Center	for	Medieval	and	Early	
Renaissance	Studies,	State	University	of	New	York,	(1991).
Krautheimer,	R.,	Rome, Profile of a City,	312–1308,	Princeton,	N.J.,	Princeton	University	Press,	(1980).
Lewis,	D.,	The Drawings of Andrea Palladio,	Washington,	D.C.,	International	Exhibitions	Foundation,	
(1981).
Mandowsky,	E.,	and	C.	Mitchell,	Pirro Ligorio’s Roman Antiquities,	London,	Warburg	Institute,	University	
of	London,	(1963).
Mitrovic,	B.,	‘Palladio’s	Canonical	Corinthian	Entablature	and	the	Archaeological	Surveys	in	the	
Fourth	Book	of	I quattro libri dell’architettura’, Architectural History,	vol.45,	(2002),	pp.113–27.	
Murray,	P.,	Five Early Guides to Rome and Florence,	Farnborough,	Gregg,	(1972).
Olivieri,	A.,	Palladio, le corti e le famiglie,	Vicenza,	Istituto	per	le	ricerche	di	storia	sociale	e	di	storia	
religiosa,	(1981),	pp.99–104.	
Palladio,	A.,	Palladio’s Rome: A Translation of Andrea Palladio’s Two Guidebooks to Rome,	trans.	Hart,	V.,	and	
Hicks,	P.,	New	Haven	and	London,	Yale	U.P.,	(2006).
Puppi,	L.,	Andrea Palladio,	London,	Phaidon	Press,	(1975).
Puppi,	L.,	Andrea Palladio: Scritti sull’architettura (1554–1579),	Vicenza,	Nen	Pozza	Editore,	(1988).
Rowland,	I.,	‘Raphael,	Angelo	Colocci,	and	the	Genesis	of	the	Architectural	Orders’,	Art Bulletin,	
vol.76,	(March	1994),	pp.81–104.
Schudt,	L.,	Le Guide di Roma; Materialien zu einer Geschichte der römischen Topographie,	Vienna,	B.	Filser,	
(1930;	reprint	1971).	
Serlio,	S.,	Sebastiano Serlio on Architecture, vol. 1: Books I–V of Tutte l’opere d ’architettura et prospetiva,	trans.	
V.	Hart	and	P.	Hicks,	New	Haven	and	London,	Yale	U.P.,	(1996).
Tavernor,	R.,	Palladio and Palladianism,	London,	Thames	and	Hudson,	(1991).
Tavernor,	R.,	‘Palladio’s	‘Corpus’:	I quattro libri dell’architettura’,	in	Paper Palaces	ed.	V.	Hart	and	P.	Hicks,	
New	Haven	and	London,	Yale	U.P.,	(1998).
Tavernor,	R.,	On Alberti and the Art of Building,	New	Haven	and	London,	Yale	U.P.,	(1998).
Tavernor	R.,	and	R.	Schofield,	The Four Books on Architecture,	Cambridge,	Mass.	and	London,	MIT	
Press,	(1997).
Van	Eck,	C.,	British Architectural Theory 1540–1750,	Aldershot,	Ashgate,	(2003).




include	Sebastiano Serlio on Architecture	(with	Hicks,	1996	and	2001),	Paper Palaces	(with	Hicks,	1998),	
Nicholas Hawksmoor (2002:	awarded	the	Best	Book	on	British	Art	Prize	by	the	American	College	Art	
Association	in	2005)	and	Palladio’s Rome	(with	Hicks,	2006).
Peter	Hicks	is	Visiting	Research	Fellow	at	Bath	University	and	director	of	international	affairs	at	the	
Fondation	Napoléon,	Paris.	He	has	produced	books	with	Vaughan	Hart	(see	above),	and	his	translation	
of	Alberti’s	Descriptio urbis Romae	was	published	by	Arizona	University	Press	in	2007.	His	most	recent	
Napoleonic	publication	is	a	critical	edition	of	Napoleon’s	novel,	Clisson et Eugénie	(with	Emilie	Barthet),	
published	by	Fayard	in	2007.	
